
Ross Goldfields Information & Heritage Centre

4 Aylmer St

Ross 7812

17th June 2025

Westland District Council

Weld St

Hokitika

SAVE THE HISTORIC TOTARA RAIL BRIDGE – Submission to have listed with Heritage 

New Zealand

Dear Mayor Lash and Councillors

Please find attached, signatures in support for our Ross Community, in requesting from 

Westland District Council, its support to enable our Save the Historic Totara Rail Bridge 

Group (Ross Goldfields Information & Heritage Centre = umbrella), to submit to 

Heritage New Zealand to have our Historic feature listed.

Ross is a Historic Goldfields Township – our future is our history, and in this case 

through preservation.

Biddy Manera & Emma Thomas
Save the Historic Totara Rail Bridge Group

Ross Goldfields Information & Heritage Centre,
4 Aylmer Street
Ross 7812
http://www.rossgoldtown.org/



Government's chief adviser on marine engineering. Between 1924 and 
1932 Furkert was also chairman of the Main Highways Board. 

Furkert served overseas during World War Two. Arriving in Fiji in mid-1941 
with the rank of Colonel, to advise on breakwater construction for the flying-
boat base, Furkert remained in Fiji for two years, as New Zealand 
Government Agent for defence construction and purchasing. 

Reflecting on Furkert's engineering ability in 1959, New Zealand Institution 
of Engineers (NZIE) President Walter Gordon Morrison believed he had 
"practical genius" comparable with eminent 19th century British engineer 
Thomas Telford (New Zealand Engineering, 14:4 (1959), 103). 

Successive engineers in chief, Public Works Department [1946], Alexander 
Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Contributing to the engineering profession 

Furkert became an Associate Member of Britain’s Institution of Civil 
Engineers in 1909, a Member in 1921, and was elected to the Council in 
1932. His membership of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers dated 
from 1913. 

Furkert was a foundation member of NZIE (now the Institution of 
Professional Engineers New Zealand, IPENZ) at its constitution in 1914. He 
had long service on the Council and was elected Vice-President in 1921 
and President in 1923. He contributed several technical papers to the 
Institution, his interest in which was also displayed by his gift, not long 



OBITUARY FREDERICK WILLIAM FURKERT was born at Ross, Westland, New 

Zealand, on the 14th October, 1876, and died at Wellington, New Zealand, on the 26th 

September, 1949. He was educated at the Ross State School and the Hokitika High 

School, and pursued his scientifk studies at Wellington, at Dunedin, and at Otago 

University. In 1898, after a 4-year period of practical training, he was appointed an 

Assistant Engineer to the Public Works Department, engaged mainly on railway works. 

In 1905, he became Resident Engineerin-Chief of the Province of Taranaki ; in 1906, 

Engineer-in-charge of Construction, North Island Main Trunk Railway ; and from 1908 to 

1912, was District Engineer of the Provinces of Otago and Southland. In March 1913, he 

was sent to England to represent .New Zealand at the International Road Congress and 

the Imperial Motor Transport Congress, and also visited engineering works in Europe 

and the United States. In 1912, he was appointed Inspecting Engineer to the P.W.D., 

Wellington, and, in 1914, acted for several months as Engineer-in-Chief. He became 

Assistant-Engineer-in-Chief in 1919 and Engineer-in-Chief and UnderSecretary of the 

P.W.D., New Zealand, in 1920. From 1924 to 1932, he was also Chairman of the Main 

Highways Board. From 1932 to 1937, he was General Advisory Engineer to the New 

Zealand Government. After retiring from the Government service he started practice as 

a Consultant, and acted as Deputy Chairman of the New Zealand Standards Institute. 

During the hst World War he was Director of Military Works, with the rank of Honorary 

Colonel, and was placed in charge of the construction of semi-permanent camps and 

mobilization bases ; his services were recognized by the award of the C.M.G. in 1926 ; in 

the 1939-1945 war, he was Commissioner of Defence Works, in Fiji, with the same rank, 

in charge of military works such as seaplane bases and aerodromes for the Fiji, New 

Zealand, and United States forces. Mr Furkert was elected an Associate Member of the 

Institution on the 12th January, 1909, and was transferred to the class of Member on the 

8th March, 1921. He served on the Council, as the representative of New Zealand, from 

1932 to 1935. He presented two Papers, namely, “ The Effect of Earthquakes on 

Engineering Structures ” 1 and “ Remedial Measures on the Arapuni Hydro-electric 

Scheme of Power Development on the Waikato River, New Zealand.” 2 He also 

contributed to the “ Proceedings ” of the New Zealand Society of Civil Engineers, of 

which he was a Past-President, and was Honorary Secretary to the New Zealand 

Institute of Engineers. He was married twice : first to Miss Constance Mary Plimmer 

(died 1928), by whom he had two sons and one daughter ; and secondly, to Miss 

Catherine Anne Foley, by whom he had one son and one daughter. Min. Proc. Instn Civ. 

Engrs, vol. 236 (1932-33, Part 2), p. 344. * Ibid., vol. 240 (1934-35, Part 2), p. 411. =DE 
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