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Disclaimer

Information, data and general assumptions used in the compilation of this report have been
obtained from sources believed to be reliable. RSL Consultancy has used this information in
good faith and makes no warranties or representations, express or implied, concerning the
accuracy or completeness of this information. RSL Consultancy is acting as an independent
consultant. In doing so, the recommendations provided do not necessarily reflect the intentions
of the client. Interested parties should perform their own investigations, analysis and
projections on all issues prior to acting in any way in regard to this project.
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Executive Summary

Westland District Council engaged RSL Consultancy to undertake a review of sport, recreation and

play facilities for the Hokitika Area in order to meet the needs of the Hokitika Community.

The current and future use of Cass Square and the Hokitika Racecourse area are seen as significant

drivers for this plan but the scope includes all sport, active recreation and play facilities in Hokitika

and the immediate surrounds.

The methodology included:

=

= =4 =4 -4 =

Review of existing documents

Stakeholder engagement through survey, one-on-one meetings and phone calls, a
stakeholder forum and individual follow-up as required.

Analysis of demographic data, membership data and trends.

Identification of key issues, gaps and over-supply in the network

Identification of options to address gaps and over-supply in the network
Preparation of a draft report

Incorporation of feedback received from the Project Steering Group

A final report.

Key findings include:

RSLC

Hokitika's population is expected to decline and age over the next 25 years.
Membership in most sports is either declining or stable with some pockets of growth while
there is movement toward more informal, individualised sporting activities.
Hokitika is relatively well served for facilities but many are aging
Cass Square is the key site for recreation and sport activities and there is strong desire for
current users to remain at the ground.
The Westland Hub is a vital recreation hub for Hokitika providing indoor, outdoor and
covered facilities for multiple codes and users. The recent upgrades to the grass sports fields
will provide high quality fields to improve overall capacity of sports fields. This will be very
useful when Cass Square is unavailable due to conditions or other use.
The Hokitika Racecourse land was purchased by Westland District Council and provides an
opportunity for provision of sport and recreation activities as part of an overall master plan for
the site. Activities could include:

1 A mixofshared and dedicated trails for horse riding, walking, biking
Open space for general recreation
Associated public amenities (toilets, car parking etc)
Public recreation activities such as frisbee golf

= =4 =4 A

Walking and biking tracks linking to existing surrounding tracks to facilitate active
transport and recreation

1 Aplayground
An opportunity exists to investigate the option to develop the old tennis courts on Sewell
Street into a sports hub incorporating more ‘public’ facilities such as a beach volleyball court,
Y court basketball and petanque court.
The Hokitika Swimming Pool is 33m long which is no longer a standard length and the
shallow end is too shallow for tumble turns. If an opportunity still exists to consider
reconfiguration of the lane pool as part of the upgrade this may pay dividends in the long

term.
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9. Stakeholders should continue to seek to host sporting tournaments and events that are a
good fit with existing sport and recreation facilities and other infrastructure such as

accommodation.

Actions to address issues and gaps identified in the plan were developed and prioritised and

presented in the following Action Plan:
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Proposed Actions and Timing

Action Timing (years)

0-5 5-10 10+

11 Undertake a master plan for the Racecourse land setting aside sufficient space for sport and recreation use including:

1 A mixofshared and dedicated trails for horse riding, walking, biking
Open space for general recreation

Associated public amenities (toilets, car parking etc) P
Public recreation activities such as frisbee golf

Walking and biking tracks linking to existing surrounding tracks to facilitate active transport and recreation
1 Aplayground

12 Investigate the opportunity for redevelopment of the disused tennis courts on Sewell Street into a public recreation space. P
13 Continue to work with Westland High School (WHS) and Westland Hub on access to hub facilities for public access. ongoing
|2 |sporsfietds 00| [ | ]
21 Ensure ongoing public access to WHS fields for sports clubs P
29 Upgrade drainage and lighting at Kaniere Domain =]
23 | Allocate a home and training ground for Hokitika Rugby League Club P
2.4 | Install an artificial cricket block if junior player numbers continue to rise TBC
25 Develop a centralised booking system for sports grounds. P

Develop an artificial practise surface for hockey, tennis and other use that is available to the public on the existing asphalt surface

adjacent to the Westland Hub covered courts.

Complete the planned stage 2 upgrade to the Hokitika Swimming Pool.

52 Review the configuration of the existing lane pool as part of the planned Hokitika Pool upgrade if the opportunity still exists. P

6.1 See action 3.1 P
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Action

Timing (years)

0-5 5-10 10+
6.2 Retain current access to sections of the Racecourse land for recreational horse riding and RDA activities while a master plan is p
developed for the site.
6.3 Include provision for recreational horse riding and RDA activities as part of the Racecourse master plan. P
6.4 | Investigate options for provision of a fit-for-purpose Gymnastics facility P

7.1 Consider a frisbee golf course as part of the Racecourse master plan. P
7.2 | Consider development of the disused tennis courts on Sewell street for a public recreation space for example including:
1 Basketball ¥2 court P
1 Petanque court
1 Beach volleyball court
7.3 | Include walking and biking tracks as part of the Racecourse land master plan that link to existing tracks and to key points of P
interest for recreational and transport use.
7.4 | Work with the Mountain bike club and community in the development of the Blue Spur mountain bike tracks. This may include .
upgrading or developing amenity services such as toilets or car parking. ongoing
81 Continue to support the development of the Westland Hub at Westland High School. ongoing
82 | Continue to work with local schools to facilitate public access to school sport and recreation assets after school hours. ongoing
83 | Consider school access and needs when planning new or upgraded facilities. ongoing
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1 Introduction

Westland District Council engaged RSL Consultancy to undertake a review of sport, recreation and

play facilities for the Hokitika Area in order to meet the needs of the Hokitika Community.

The current and future use of Cass Square and the Hokitika Racecourse area are seen as significant
drivers for this plan.

Cass Square is the premier sporting and events park in Hokitika and there are numerous user groups
using it regularly. There are competing demands between regular sport and recreation use and large
scale events as the park is well-sited close to the centre of town. The demand on the field can lead to
deterioration of the playing surface. Some of the facilities on the park are ageing and no longer fit-
for-purpose.

The Hokitika Racecourse land has recently been purchased by the WDC and a master plan is being
prepared for the site in a separate exercise. While there are some equine and other activities already
occurring on the land, there is the opportunity to further utilise the site for a wide range of sport,
recreation, community and other uses.

To enable development of these two key Hokitika spaces, a broader understanding of the
community's needs is required.

It is envisaged that this plan will provide direction for future use of Cass Square and the Racecourse
land as well as other short, medium and long term priorities to meet the sport and active recreation
needs of the Hokitika community.

This Sport and Recreation Facilities Plan is a natural follow-on from the West Coast Spaces and
Places Plan, developed by Sport Canterbury — West Coast, in partnership with the councils and
sporting groups in 2020.
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2 Background

INn 2020, Sport Canterbury led the development of a West Coast Spaces and Places Plan including the
Grey, Buller and Westland Districts. That plan set the direction for development of sport and
recreation facilities for the West Coast and a foundation to identify and prioritise sport and recreation

facility needs for the community into the future.

In 2019, Westland District Council purchased the former Hokitika Racecourse land when the course
closed following a review of facilities by the New Zealand racing industry. A master plan for the land is
being prepared in a separate exercise by Council. Recommendations and opportunities identified in
this report will be considered in the development of that master plan.

Cass Square is the premier sporting and events park in Hokitika. It is well used for sport, recreation
and events. However, demand for use often exceeds the current capacity of the surface to cope -

particularly-

for
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