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Westland District Council
36 Weld Street
Private Bag 704
Hokitika 7842

Phone  03 756 9010
Fax  03 756 9045
Email council@westlanddc.govt.nz



File Ref:  CCL 24 - LGOIMA 25.26.17



5 September 2025


Will Colin
Principal Associate
Mahea NZ Ltd

Via Email:  will.collin@mahea.nz

Dear Will
OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SITES AND AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE TO MĀORI 
I refer to your official information request dated 1 September 2025 as part of your research on behalf of the Ministry for the Environment on Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori (SASMs). You advised that the key objective of your analysis is to identify the scale and spread across the country of the use of SASMs and the types of sites/areas for which this mechanism is currently in use.
You have asked for the following information:
1. Does your Council recognise SASMs (or an equivalent mechanism) in your planning instruments and/or in a non-regulatory way?
Yes.
1. How many SASMs are currently recognised in your district/region? 
There are 216 across the West Coast region.
1. Please share with us any information you can on where they are located (including any maps you have) and information on whether (and if possible, how many) you have any SASMs on a closed register. Please provide any information you can on the SASMs you hold information on. 
This is a link to Schedule Three: Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori in the proposed Te Tai o Poutini Plan (TTPP) which is available on the website at:  Te Tai o Poutini Plan - Te Tai o Poutini Plan. 
This is a link to the online TTPP maps available on their website at:  Map - Te Tai o Poutini Plan. In the right window under Map Tools there is a checkbox for Historical and Cultural Values. Beneath this section is a checkbox for Sites of Significance to Māori. Check this box and you can view all SASMs on the map across the West Coast Region.
1. What types of SASMs are currently recognised by your Council?
3. E.g. wāhi tapu, wāhi tūpuna, statutory acknowledgement areas, urupā, pā, cultural resources, cultural landscapes, natural features etc.
This is a link to the Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori (SASM) chapter of TTPP on the website at:  Te Tai o Poutini Plan - Te Tai o Poutini Plan. The overview provides a summary of the types of SASMs. Please also refer to Schedule Three with a link supplied in response to question 3 above.
1. How many SASMs are land-based, water-based, or are across both land and water?
Please refer to Schedule Three and TTPP maps (links in response to question 3).
1. What are the potential implications associated with the recognition of SASMs in your district/region? 
5. E.g. are there any tikanga requirements, additional controls on development, special requirements for earthworks, water-takes, building etc.
There are 3 objectives, 15 policies, and 19 rules in the SASM chapter of the TTPP (link in response to question 4). Only rules with a red, dashed outline and gavel symbol have legal effect at this point in time. Decisions on the proposed TTPP are expected in October 2025.
1. What processes and areas of your Council use SASMs?
SASMs are addressed in resource consent and building consent applications to ensure compliance with those rules of TTPP which have legal effect.
1. What is the rationale and evidence used to support the use of SASMs in these processes?
As per the SASM chapter overview of TTPP: “The West Coast/Te Tai o Poutini Councils acknowledge Poutini Ngāi Tahu as mana whenua. Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Waewae and Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio are the only elected and mandated bodies with authority to represent and administer to all Poutini Ngāi Tahu interests. The West Coast/Te Tai o Poutini Councils also acknowledge Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu as the Iwi Authority with jurisdiction over the West Coast/Te Tai o Poutini.  They have a legal mandate to represent wider Ngāi Tahu whānui interests, and support the positions of Poutini Ngāi Tahu.”
1. What rationale and evidence base does your Council use when considering whether a SASM should be recognised in your Council processes?
Whether there are TTPP rules with legal effect in the SASM chapter which require assessment against an application for resource or building consent pursuant to any relevant SASM overlays applicable to the given site.
1. Are there any other relevant statistics or other information relating to SASMs that you can provide that would help us understand how and why SASMs are recognised by your Council in your district/region?
Please refer back to the publicly available TTPP, in particular those parts of the proposed district plan linked in the questions above.
There will be no charge for supplying this information to you.
Council has adopted a Proactive Release Policy and accordingly may publish LGOIMA responses on the Council Website at https://www.westlanddc.govt.nz/lgoima-responses.  The collection and use of personal information by the Westland District Council is regulated by the Privacy Act 2020. Westland District Council's Privacy Statement is available on our website here 
If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact Diane Maitland, Executive Assistant at WDCLGOIMA.Requests@westlanddc.govt.nz, 027 503 9111.


Sincerely,

[image: ]
Barbara Phillips | Chief Executive
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